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THE KITSONS OF CROOKED ACRES KIRKSTALL
Part III: Kepstorn: A sister to Crooked Acres. 
Kepstorn was a (rather, as I will describe, a one to be replaced by another) large house to be found on the other side of the railway line from Hark to Rover. It was reached by Low Green Lane leading from Spen Lane, going behind Hark to Rover and over the cobbled bridge (the bridge is still there and, though hard to tell, presumably still cobbled)  crossing the railway line when that was built. I have now found, looking at the map prepared by G A Atkinson in 1926 for the modification to  Kepstorn for its use as a home for ‘mentally defective girls’  in WY Archives, that there was also a private (to Kepstorn) carriageway along what is marked as a public footpath (FP) on the 1892 O S map, passing along the edge of Morris Wood. 

Originally, Kepstorn belonged to Kirkstall Abbey. It became part of the Headingley New Grange Estate which after the dissolution came into possession of the Foxcroft Family of Halifax and then the Wade Family of Leeds until it was bought by William Beckett, the Leeds banker, on 25 January 1832, from John Bastard whose wife was a Wade. (see WRRD (1832) – LF 251 – 241). The Schedule to the conveyance expressly includes Kepston Farm and its buildings as part of the estate; and going with Kepstorn is Low Green lane. There is a plan of New Grange Estate from 1829 in the Illustrations. Between 1834 and 1839 Beckett (1784-1863) renamed the estate ‘Kirkstall Grange’ and he and later members of the Beckett family lived there in the mansion house (built by Walter Wade in 1752; and now part of the Leeds Metropolitan University’s Beckett Park Campus) until 1908.     
‘Mr Balfour’s Leeds meeting. Torchlight procession. ….After the meeting a torchlight procession will escort Mr Balfour to Kirkstall Grange where he will be the guest of Mr Gervase Beckett.’ Note: Gervase was the second Lord Grimthorpe’s (Ernest William Beckett before ennoblement) younger brother who sat as conservative Member of Parliament. 

From Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser – 18 December 1905. 

Kepstorn is of some interest here because it appears to have come for a time to play a similar role to Crooked Acres, caring for those with learning difficulties; although a separate institution and never like Crooked Acres an annexe of Meanwood Park Hospital; and because it is another bit of Kirkstall history.  The name is given on the OS maps for 1851 and 1892 as Kepstam; though in the records it appears with almost every possible variation as Kepstorn, Kepstom (and the ‘r n’ and ‘m’ often being difficult to distinguish in print; and similarly, Kepstarn and Kepstam), Kepstorm and  Kepstone. Keptlow, Kepstern, etc. The name used today for the road and close leading into Spen Lane is ‘Kepstorn’; which I will use. 

The confusion may also result in part from the fact that the original house was replaced by another in the time of Ambrose Edmund Butler, as I will tell below; the original perhaps being known as Kepstam as shown on the OS map, Kepstorn being, I think, the name used by Ambrose . And this has brought me again face to face with the Butlers. I have already described how it was John Octavius Butler who acquired the land and on it built Crooked Acres and how it was then held for a short time by Ambrose Edmund Butler. Kepstorn had a more intimate connection with the Butlers. So I must say something at least about those Butlers who enter this story. 

The Butler Family

The Butler family were famous (together with the Beecrofts) in Kirkstall and far beyond as iron founders, as the masters of Kirkstall Forge for many, many (some 195) years from 1778-79 to 1974 when the business was sold to GKN.  


George Beecroft and John Butler (the father of Thomas – below) were brothers-in-law but really it was at the instigation of Betty Beecroft, George’s wife, and an extremely determined and enterprising woman, that Kirkstall Forge came to be under their management. 

In the Illustrations I have included a very small section of the relevant bit of the family tree. 

The Thomas with whom I start lived from 1773 – 1831; Kirkstall Forge having been acquired jointly by the Butlers and Beecrofts (inspired by Betty) in 1778-9. 
The Butlers lived at this time at Kirkstall Forge; which may now bring to mind a picture of old Thomas Butler settling down at night with a blanket beside filth and a furnace. In fact in this period Kirkstall Forge was still a small, attractive hamlet.  In the Illustrations there is a sketch of the then homes of the Butlers and Beecrofts, with the following caption:

‘The houses of the Butlers and Beecrofts at Kirkstall Forge. Drawn by Mary Colgate, Isabella’s sister – 1832.’ [Isabella was married to Ambrose Edmund]. 




(Kirkstall Forge Romance: facing p 69)


And in Thomas Butler’s Diary (p IX; and see Illustrations) it is said that ‘The Butlers lived in the house with the bay windows and the Beecrofts in the house on the right and the Heaths in the small house on the left’

‘At that date, and until the introduction of steam power, and the construction of the Leeds and Bradford Railway [opening 1 July 1846], Kirkstall Forge was a secluded hamlet, surrounded by woods, the machinery worked by water-wheels only, the work people all living near, a happy family of master and tenants. It would be difficult for the traveller between Leeds and Bradford at the present day to realize that at Kirkstall Forge the railway runs over ground that was once a verdant garden, sloping down to the river, then a clear stream where fish could live, and surrounding a picturesque vine-clad old house, the home of Thomas Butler, with green-houses and stables adjoining. In his day the only approach was the old coaching-road from Hark-to-Rover Hill, and a bridle-path leading through the nave of the abbey to the hamlet, and so on to Horsforth. At that date there was no church at Kirkstall, and the religious needs of the inhabitants of Kirkstall Forge were ministered to by the followers of John Wesley, who himself preached in the little chapel at the Forge; the room where he slept was afterwards always called the “Prophet’s Chamber”.’



Thomas Butler’s Diary, Preface, p v


. 



The story of Kirkstall Forge provides a microcosm of the Industrial Revolution from beginning to end; founded on capital and technology (and the labour of the working class
) from the vast, rural  estates of such as the Earls of Cardigan (many of whom invested in and profited from the Industrial Revolution – after all, they controlled the land and the raw materials); to the cutting edge of developing industrial technology, the appearance of steam, the Leeds to Liverpool Canal and then the Leeds to Bradford railway at its doors; from the labour of the Cistercian monks (or at least their lay brothers), to two brothers-in-law with farming backgrounds finding some capital to take over a run-down forge; to a limited company, to an international corporation, GKN; to closure and dereliction; to, now,  planning permission for a mixed use residential and business site with over 1,000 homes; from the labour of boys to Forster’s Education Act in 1870. 

On his death in 1831, Thomas Butler left Ann with seven of their original ten children: Eliza, aged 29; Jane, aged 28; Thomas, aged 26; Septima, aged 21; John Octavius, aged 19; George Beecroft, aged 17; and Ambrose Edmund, aged 15. 


Ambrose Edmund was, more fully, known as Ambrose Edmund Heath Buckley. Unfortunately, at least for me and perhaps others delving into the records, he was known simply as Ambrose Edmund (as I shall call him) and one of his sons, was also an Ambrose Edmund, although known in the family as Edmund (as I shall refer to him), At first I was beginning to think that there was just one Ambrose Edmund who had lived from 1817 to 1923, which would have been another achievement for this family to mark up!!
John Octavius Butler, I have already said, was the one who bought the land and built Crooked Acres. He was born in 1813. In 1836 he had a post as draughtsman with Rothwell & Co in Bolton and married Anne Snowden. By about 1841 he was back at Kirkstall Forge to join the partnership, with (as shown in the census) wife, four children and three servants. In 1871 they were living at Abbey House as tenants of the Cardigan Estate; and, as we have seen, between 1876 and 1878 he bought the land and built Crooked Acres and, in 1878 transferred it on to Ambrose Edmund, who in turn sold it on to William Beswick Myers. In 1881 he was still at Abbey House, now a widower, with two of his daughters and two grandchildren.  John Octavius died in 1883, aged 71. 


Ambrose Edmund is the one who links the Butlers most immediately to Kepstorn. ‘This Isabella and Ambrose romance developed slowly, as clearly revealed  in the letters, due to the fact that Ambrose’s sisters, Eliza and Jane, were so much older than himself, and both were anxious to get married..’


For those couples who have the financial means, house hunting, finding a first home, is likely to be part of the ritual of getting married. To show how this brought Ambrose Edmund and Isabella to Kepstorn I quote from the Epilogue to A Kirkstall Forge Romance:

‘Above all, she [Isabella] was deeply interested over the problems of her future home. It is not to be wondered at that the thought of living in the Abbey House fascinated her.
Her letters and Ambrose's, on this subject, are very interesting, and it seems as if Ambrose's mother was sympathetic. She it was who discovered that new tenants had only recently taken possession of the Abbey House for two years, and when Isabella chided Ambrose for being dilatory in the matter, and losing the opportunity of obtaining the house, he was not to blame, poor fellow, as it was not until he became a partner in Kirkstall Forge, at the age of twenty-four, on March 24th, 1840… that he was in a position to marry….
The Abbey House being ruled out, Isabella set longing eyes, first, on Beecroft House, where Ambrose's uncle, George Beecroft, had recently died on February 8th, 1840, but here again the way was barred, as his widow decided to remain on, and, in fact, did so until 1853, when she moved to Hanover Square, Leeds. Secondly, Isabella turned her eyes to the small middle house, which George Skirrow Beecroft was always talking of vacating, although he actually did not do so until two years later, in 1842, when he himself moved to the Abbey House before his second marriage…. Finally, Isabella philosophically welcomes the idea of the Hark-to-Rover cottages. Love in a cottage ! As a matter of fact, it was love in two cottages! Two of the houses were thrown into one by Ambrose, and various alterations and improvements made.
At long last Isabella and Ambrose were married at West Derby, Liverpool, on May 6th, 1841, from Isabella's home, Marlfield.
It is interesting to note here in passing, that Ambrose's two sisters, Eliza and Jane, shortly left the old home too: Eliza to be married to Bougarell Pomfret, in October, 1841, and Jane to John Atkinson, in the following Spring, 1842. But the faithful Thomas remained with his Mother till she died in 1853….
It was not long after they settled at Hark-to-Rover, where two children, Isabel and Rose, were born, that my valiant and courageous father approached William Beckett, the Banker, who had built himself in the neighbourhood, a great mansion, Kirkstall Grange, standing in Beckett's Park. William Beckett had laid out Beckett's Park on the model of the Field of Waterloo, and provided the Mansion with all the amenities of a house of a nobleman, including four entrances with their lodges.
My Father persuaded Mr. Beckett to build him a villa in front of the old farm house, Kepstarn, where my father's mother was born, and spent her early years. She was the second child of George Beecroft the first, and his wife Betty, who farmed at Kepstarn, from. 1775 to 1779, when they moved to Kirkstall Forge. I think it very appropriate to state here, surely it was a wonderful tribute to my father's personality, at the age of twenty-five, that he should have secured the confidence and support of such a notable personality as William Beckett. The picture of the new villa which William Beckett built for Ambrose shows the new house standing in front of the old Kepstarn farmhouse, dating back 200 years. I show a plan of Kepstarn Farm (as it was then called), dated 1843, [See Illustrations] in which all the alterations shown are in my Father's handwriting. Fifty-one acres of farm land went with this estate, and when my father went into residence in the new house, Kepstorn, as he called it, he started farming seriously.

I have a letter in front of me from John Holgate, rny mother's father, urging caution, and suggesting that Ambrose should sub-let the land to the farming at Kirkstall Forge, and with it also a letter from Isabella, written whilst staying with her father at West Derby, expressing a hope that Ambrose would let her have a bath-room in their new home.
In my young days at Kepstorn, I well remember fields of wheat and barley and oats and turnips, and much hay-making, with large stacks of it. They were lovely days we children enjoyed in the fields and the farm and farmyard, with horses, cows, pigs, poultry and turkeys in abundance….

At Kepstorn, eight children were born over a period of thirteen years, Annie, Edmund, Fanny, Roland, Roger, Bernard, Hugh and Dorothea.’
Epilogue to A Kirkstall Forge Romance 

(Pages 241-246; footnotes omitted).

In the Illustrations there is a copy of a sketch showing the New Kepstorn, taken from A Kirkstall Forge Romance (facing page 241); with the caption: ‘The New Kepstorn. Built by William Beckett for Ambrose Butler, 1844. The original farmhouse where George and Betty Beecroft lived from 1775 to 1779 [when they took up occupation at the Forge] stands behind.’  
George married Betty (Skirrow) in 1775, and they settled at Kepstorn, with its 45 or so acres, holding it on a seven-year lease from the Wade family who held the estate before selling to William Beckett. There is also in the Illustrations (also copied from A Kirkstall Forge Romance) a copy of the plan of Kepstarn (as it is written there) Farm in 1843. This shows Low Green Lane by which the farm was approached from Spen Lane crossing, when it was finally opened on 9 July 1849, the railway line from Leeds to Thirsk.  

I have described at the beginning of this section (‘Kepstorn: A Sister to Crooked Acres’) how William Beckett acquired the freehold of Kepstorn. Ambrose Edmund and Isabella were renting Kepstorn from William Beckett. I will return to what happened to the freehold of Kepstorn and the rest of the Kirkstall Grange Estate after William Beckett’s time. But first, and more important in the present context, is the story of its occupation by the Butlers and after them. 

The census for 1841 confirms that Ambrose Edmund and Isabella were then living at Hark to Rover; in this case as tenants of the Cardigan Estate; both of them aged 20; Ambrose Edmund already described as an Iron Master. 

Between 1851 and 1881, the censuses show Ambrose Edmund and Isabella at Kepstorn. By 1881 Ambrose Edmund was 64; Isabella 63. On an interesting note, the census of 1861 tells us that there were then 627 men and 220 boys working at the Forge; those of 1871 and 1881 giving the numbers as 400 men and 50 boys. The History of Kirkstall Forge (p 259) records the number in 1855 as 414 married, 164 single and 262 under 21, making a total of 840. Presumably, then, ‘boys’ refers to those under 21. In `1881 Ambrose Edmund and Isabella had with them six of their children: Edmund (that is, more fully, Ambrose Edmund), aged 32; Fanny aged 29; Roger, aged 25; Bernard (that is Bernard Fawcett Butler), aged 24; Hugh, aged 23; and Dora, aged 21. Of the six there at the time only Edmund is married. All the boys are involved with the Forge. In addition there was another son, Roland and another daughter, Annie. 


Ambrose Edmund died on 16th August 1883 at Kepstorn, aged 67 (see London Standard, 21 August, 1883). 


After the death of Ambrose Edward, the family retained their occupation of Kepstorn; and they also had the family home at the Forge. It appears from the Directories that Edmund and Bernard, were living there, one or the other, at different times. And in 1884 their brother, Hugh Myddleton, was there at Kepstorn where his wife gave birth to a daughter. In 1886, Kelly puts both Edmund and Bernard at Kepstorn. In the 1891 census, Bernard appears to be alone in charge at Kepstorn, there with his sister, Fanny. Slater’s Directory of the West Riding of Yorkshire lists Edmund at Vesper Lodge in 1887 (between Vesper Lane and Abbey Road and still there - on which presumably they also had a lease).Bernard married Jessie Manning; and in 1900 on 1 May he completed the purchase of Adel Tower, at Adel on the outskirts of Leeds (see WRRD ((1900) – 18 – 398 – 197). They lived there with their children until 1923 when it was sold a plot of the land being retained (see WRRD ((1923) 72 – 382 - .111). Bernard may have died in Cheltenham in the March quarter of 1945, aged 89. 

Edmund remained at Kepstorn with his family until between 1908 and 1909 when they moved to Abbey House, where Edmund died on 24 February 1923. The 1911 census shows him at Abbey House with his wife, Mary Elizabeth, their unmarried daughter, Lilly Harding Butler, their married daughter Mary Amanda, and four of her children; and eight servants. Interesting, to me at least, the servants come from different and distant parts, from Westbeck in Cambridgeshire, Moor Park in Surrey; Carlisle; St Michael’s in London; Bombay in India; Keighley in Yorkshire (not quite so far away from home!); Flingston in Manchester; and Green Hambleton in Yorkshire.  To me it seems at times like a largely unacknowledged heroism the way in which in this period so many girls (generally girls) were prepared to, had to, travel so far from the home village for work which can hardly ever have been either easy or well paid; the diaspora of daughters. Maybe they did it happily driven only by a thirst for adventure and a more attractive husband!! 

  marker

The removal of Edmund to Abbey House marks the end of the long association of the Butlers and Kepstorn; and brings me, almost but not quite, to the reason why I became interested in Kepstorn – its use as a home for those with learning difficulties;  but not quite. First, there is John Bailie Hamilton and his wife to deal with. 


Fairly soon after Edmund and his family vacated, at least in time for them to be included in the Kelly’s 1910 Directory for Leeds, John Bailie Hamilton and his wife moved in; like the Butlers, I am assuming, as tenants of  the Becketts.   
I will not loiter long here with John Bailie Hamilton. Like many of the Butlers and Kitsons, John Bailie Hamilton was an engineer; and centrally involved in the further, post-Industrial Revolution, progressive development and modernisation of Leeds; including the end (almost, at least the end of its identification with rotten living conditions for workers) of the back-to-back home; in the case of John Bailie Hamilton, the modernisation of Leeds’s transport system; from horse drawn to steam to electric trams. He was general manager of Leeds Tramways, with its works based in Kirkstall Road, which had been bought by the City Council in 1894 for £112,225 The following caption accompanies a photo of a tram on Leodis  ( ID. 2011114_172885):
‘1915. View of tram car number 320 photographed at Kirkstall Road Tram Works on the south-west side of Kirkstall Road. There is advertising for whisky and sunlight soap. This is one of a series of 47 Hamilton designed cars built between 1913 and 1915 in Leeds. The series began with number 293 and ended with 339. John Baillie Hamilton was the General Manager of Leeds Tramways at this time. He had offices in City Square and resided at Hotham House in Kirkstall Lane. His name is painted on the side of the vehicle.’

And like the Kitsons and Butlers the Hamiltons could afford decent housing. In 1902, Kelly’s Directory of Leeds tells us that he lived at 19 Springfield Mount. By 1905 he was living at Hotham House in Kirkstall Lane, with a telephone. In about 1910 he and his wife moved to Kepstorn. From the further Directories it seems likely that he and his wife (and presumably children) remained at Kepstorn until about 1923. The entry in Kelly’s Directory of Leeds for 1925 lists Mrs John Bailie Hamilton at Kepstorn, but without mention of him.  A look through the BMD records suggests that he died in the December quarter of 1923, aged only 49.

And this brings me, at last, to Kepstorn as a haven, I hope, for those with mental/learning difficulties. To introduce that I must introduce Miss Amelia Riley, who has meanwhile, off stage as it were, been gaining experience in this kind of duty. The Kelly’s Directory for Leeds, 1910, the first reference I have so far found, lists ‘Riley Amelia, foster mother, Holbeck Union scattered Homes, 62 Malvern Road, Beeston Hill’ Leeds. This asks for a bit of explanation. 
 
‘Under the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, the Poor Law Commission was given the power to unite parishes in England and Wales into Poor Law Unions, each Union being administered by a local Board of Guardians according to the directions issued by the Commission. According to the Act, relief was only to be given to able-bodied paupers through the workhouse and central to the formation of a Union was the provision of a workhouse building. 

The first new Union to be formed, on the first of January 1835, was Abingdon in Berkshire. By the time of the Poor Law Commission's fifth annual report in 1839, a total of 583 unions (covering some 95 percent of parishes) were operating in England and Wales.’

From ‘The Workhouse: The story of an Institution: West Yorkshire. <http://www.workhouses.org.uk/unions> Downloaded 20-10-12. This is a site created by the author of books in this area, Peter Higginbotham.

And:

‘To accommodate its pauper children, Leeds adopted the scattered homes system pioneered in the 1890s by the Sheffield Union. Under this system, children were placed in "family" groups of fifteen to twenty children under the care of a house-mother in ordinary suburban houses. …

As well as the children's houses, a probationary home and administrative centre for the system was provided by the Central Home which was erected in 1901 on Street Lane in north Leeds. The Central Home, which could accommodate up to forty children, was designed by Percy Robinson. Its construction cost around £7,000.’

From the same source.

Thus the scattered home was part of the workhouse system. The development of such scattered homes was, it is probably true, progressive; aimed at de-institutionalising those provided for and removing them from the stigma of the workhouse. This, in part at least, explains the later closure of places like Meanwood Park and Crooked Acres, though here, maybe, cost-cutting policies and an ideology of privatising the National Health Service were riding on the back of (under the skirts of?) progress. 


And so Amelia Riley was in charge, the foster mother – a nice sounding status, I think – of the home in Beeston Hill. She is still there, Kelly’s Directories suggest, through to 1913. The 1917 Directory shows her doing the same sort of work at a scattered home at 6 Granville Terrace, Holbeck, Leeds, still for the Guardians of the Holbeck Union. At that point the Directories which I have seen become silent for a time. But Amelia reappears in 1927; and now she is at Kepstorn. We have arrived at the focus of our journey. The Kelly’s Directory for that year lists; ‘Leeds Mental Deficiency Institute (Miss Amelia Riley, Matron) (Kepstorn).’ And there is at the West Yorkshire archive a plan prepared by George Atkinson in 1926 of the inside and outside of Kepstorn, detailing its adaptation for use as a residential home, including Matron’s room, etc, as it did become. 


This term, Mental Deficiency Unit, too requires some explanation:

‘The Mental Deficiency Act 1913
Mental defectives were created by the Mental Deficiency Act of 191 3 and abolished by the Mental Health Act of 1959. They were divided into three different categories: the "imbeciles" and "idiots" who would nowadays be considered to have a learning disability and the more nebulous group of 'feeble-minded". The latter included people of average intelligence who had somehow fallen by the wayside, the "socially inefficient" as they were called in those days.
They often arrived at their diagnosis of mental deficiency via extreme childhood adversity and institutional care or the courts. In 1920 there were about 10,000 mental defectives in institutions in England and Wales; by 1946 that number had grown to nearly 60,000 with a further 43,000 under statutory supervision in the community. There were two institutions for "violent and dangerous' mental defectives: Rampton near Nottingham and Moss Side near Liverpool. Usually the inmates of Rampton and Moss Side had been transferred from other mental deficiency institutions and the violence and danger often consisted of self-harm, suicide attempts or window smashing.
In 1927 the Mental Deficiency Act, which applied only to those in whom a defect was supposed to have been present since birth, was amended to include post-encephalitics, survivors of the encephalitis lethargica pandemic who were sometimes left with destructive and anti-social tendencies as a result of the illness.
The 1913 Mental Deficiency Act defined four grades of Mental Defective. In each case the condition had to be present "from birth or from an early age".
Idiot ~ were people "so deeply defective in mind as to be unable to guard against common physical dangers"
Imbecile - could protect themselves from common dangers, but unable to take care of themselves. Imbeciles were not idiots, but were "incapable of managing themselves or their affairs, or, in the case of children, of being taught to do so."
Feeble-Minded ~ required care to protect themselves. Feeble-minded people were neither idiots nor imbeciles, but if adults, their condition was "so pronounced that they require care, supervision, and control for their own protection or the protection of others" .If children of school age, their condition was so pronounced that they by reason of such defectiveness appear to be personally incapable of receiving proper benefit from instruction in ordinary schools"
Moral Defectives - moral defectives were people who, from an early age, displayed "some permanent mental defect coupled with strong vicious or criminal propensities on which punishment had little or no effect". Unmarried Mothers also became absorbed into this category.
Deficiency and defect are not distinguished. Both imply a lack of something.’



From the website ‘Meanwood Park Hospital: Welcome to the digital archive dedicated to the former Meanwood Park Hospital- Leeds’
http://www.meanwoodpark.co.uk/a-resource/the-mental-deficiency-act-1913/ Downloaded, 22-10-12

And see, also:

‘The Mental Deficiency Act of 1913 legalised the detention of individuals with varying degrees of mental defect namely 'idiots', 'imbeciles', '.feeble-minded' and the 'morally defective' and empowered local authorities to provide for their con​finement. The Mental Deficiency Act 1927 however imposed a responsibility upon them to provide for training and occupa​tion. Partly as a result of the legislation this period saw an increase in the number of institutional places for the "Mentally Defec​tive". The total number of inpatients rose from about 6,000 in 1916 to about 50,000 in 1939 nationally. New, purpose built, colonies were created in Leeds at Meanwood Park Hospital and in Bradford at West Wood Hospital. In other parts of West Yorkshire, a variety of build​ings, workhouses, sanatoria, mansions and an inebriate's retreat were used for accom​modation.’


From ‘Development of Learning Disability Services in the West Yorkshire Region,’ Dr Jibowu Olubokun, (The British Journal of Developmental Disabilities, Vol 53, Pt 2, July, 2007, No. 105, pp 125-130, at p 125)( references omitted).. 

 
And on the setting up of the Little Plumstead [Norfolk] Mental Deficiency Institute in 1930 under the 1927 Act; this later becoming Little Plumstead Hospital, see. 

<http://www7.open.ac.uk/shsw/reclaimingthepast/cabinet5item2.htm>. 

Thus, Meanwood Park (and Crooked Acres a bit later; and Armley Grange); and  Kepstorn, across the railway on the other side of Spen Lane from Crooked Acres, were being managed by the local authority under this statutory regime. The poor law regime was being replaced by a local authority regime, this in turn to be replaced by the dawning National Health Service; the NHS in turn to be eaten away, today, by the privatisation of care. 


From 1927 through 1945, again relying on the Leeds Kelly and Robinson Directories and the telephone directories for Leeds, this role of Kepstorn continued (though listed from 1940 as part of the Leeds Mental Health Services Committee; and so still part of the City Council); still with (at least in 1940) Amelia Riley as Matron.

There is to be found on the internet, the appendix to the 22nd annual Report of the Board of Control of Mental Institutions for 1933 <http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:wNAwHbvcf14J:lessonsfromthepast.co.uk/assets/files/documents/22nd%2520Anual%2520Report%2520of%2520the%2520Board%2520of%2520Control%25201933%2520Part%2520II.xls+mental+deficiency+institute+kepstorn+leeds&cd=4&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=uk>  Downloaded 14 October 2012. 

This lists mental institutions; and it lists three for Leeds: first, ‘Meanwood Park Colony’ with 163 males and 268 females; secondly Armley Grange, with 19 male juveniles; and thirdly, ‘Kepstorn, with 40 ‘feeble minded’ women aged 16+. Crooked Acres had not then been opened. 

The 1946 telephone directory lists, under Leeds Mental Health Services Depart, Armley Grange; Meanwood Park Colony (sic); and Crooked Acres; but no mention of Kepstorn. It is, then, at this time that it must have been closed and demolished to make way for the Council’s post-war house building programme.  

The following two reminiscences (from Leodis, commenting on a Leodis photograph) give a nice picture of what it was like (just after the Second World War – Title ‘Abbey Walk; subject year 1950, Subject ID: 8797; Class number: CLIC Abbey 39. And suggest the fate of Kepstorn: 
Comment (1) (D Stott):

‘At the top of the picture in between the cottage to the left and Hark to Rover Cottages to the right you see an open gateway. This led to a track which went into "Kepstorn Woods" over the cobbled railway bridge. Many years ago a manor house once stood in the woods. Headingley Manor’ (The reference to Headingly Manor must be a reference to a wrongly named, Kepstorn.) 
Comment (2) Ron Davies

 ‘I remember the track very well, having moved into a prefab in Woodbridge Road in the winter of 1947, we would use this track to get to Kirkstall Abbey and Crooked Acres. The track actually came out where Kepstorn Close joins Spen Lane which is about 100 yards further to the left of the gateway. Kepstorn Close didn’t exist then. The track marked the boundary between Kepstorn and Morris Woods. The house in the wood I think was called Kepstorn House, at the time we moved here it had only just become unoccupied, it looked as though it had been some kind of home, either an orphanage or for the elderly. Strangely there was a red telephone box in the courtyard. As kids we would play in the house and gardens which had a maze of tarmac paths running within it, and an abundance of rhododendrons and other cultivated plants growing there. At what is now the junction of Woodbridge Gardens and Crescent was a large orchard. 

Date: 28-Jan-2010.

The OS map (survey in 1953; 1:1250) shows that by then Kepstorn had been demolished and replaced by new post-war housing. The childhood memory of Ron Davies suggests that after the war, as part of post-war housing construction, the City Council demolished Kepstorn and replaced it with new housing. Walking today through what is now part of Morris Woods there is no obvious sign or vestige of Kepstorn or its grounds or fields. At the top of the rise, facing down toward the railway line, is post-war housing where Kepstorn must have stood.  

I have now discovered jut when the City Council acquired the freehold of Kepstorn; it was by a conveyance of 25 November 1938; which Sarah Blenkin and her colleagues at the City Council very kindly unearthed and copied for me. 

In 1908 Kepstorn was still owned by the Becketts. There is at the West Yorkshire Archive at Leeds a  1907 report by a sub-committee of the Council which includes consideration of a suggestion that the council might buy the whole (all 464 acres) of the Kirkstall Grange Estate from the Becketts (specifically from Ernest Beckett, the second Baron Grimthorpe, the then tenant for life).(1907.  LLd1/3/57/371 Beckett Park Report of Special Committee as to proposed purchase of of Kirkstall Grange Estate).  The proposal being mooted was to use the Grange and surrounding land for a teacher training college (as happened) to adopt 92 acres as a public, open space, and to sell off the rest for housing. Lord Grimthorpe reduced the asking price from £240,000 to £225,000; but only the sale of the Grange and the surrounding 50 or so acres materialised at the time. The Council did acquire the Kirkstall Grange Mansion and about 40 acres of surrounding land on 30 November 1908 from the members of the Beckett family then holding the title. (WRRD (1908) 48  - 587 – 246).  This was to become Leeds Teacher Training College and later part of Beckett Park campus of Leeds Metropolitan University. 

The Council did finally acquire the freehold of Keplstorn from Ralph William Ernest Beckett, the third Baron Grimthorpe, the then tenant for life of the estate, on 25 November 1938. Until then the Council was presumably leasing Kepstorn from the Beckett family. By this conveyance the Council acquired not just Kepstorn, the house, itself but also some 132 acres of the surrounding land (including Morris Wood; which is still, a bit bedraggled, there today) adjoining the Beckett Park Campus; much of it  to be used for housing. 

---------------------------------------------------------
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� In Kirkstall Forge Romance, p 7, Isabella wrote: ‘‘Briggate, horrid word! What a host of ugly ideas dies it conjure up in my mind, of carts and bricks, and vulgar men and women’ She presumably wanted her cake without the cooking.! 





� The Prologue, p viii, to The Kirkstall Forge Romance which contains the letters.





